
JOINT PRESS STATEMENT 
VIETNAM-JAPAN SMART COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 

 
− Date: August 11, 2011 
− Venue: Ballroom at the Melia Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam 
− Organizers: The Ministry of Industry and Trade of Vietnam (MOIT)/ 

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry for Japan (METI),  
The New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization 
(NEDO) and the Japan Smart Community Alliance (JSCA) 
 

1. In the Sixteenth Consultation between the ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) and 
the Minister of METI for Japan (16th AEM-METI Consultations), which was held in 
Da Nang, Vietnam on August 26, 2010, 
 

2. the Minister of METI for Japan proposed the concept of ”East Asia Smart 
Community Initiative (EA-SCI).” This initiative proposed that we should facilitate 
the development of “Smart Communities”, efficient smart energy systems and 
various smart social infrastructures, which would lead to sustainable societies in 
ASEAN and East Asia. The proposal was welcomed by the Ministers as well as by 
the Leaders in the following summit. 

 
3. Following this initiative, a Letter of Intent (LOI) related to exploring collaboration 

in renewable energy, resource saving, energy efficiency and Smart Communities, 
was concluded between NEDO of Japan and MOIT of Vietnam, and signed on 
January 26, 2011 by Takefumi Fukumizu (former President, NEDO) and Hoang 
Quoc Vuong (Deputy Minister, MOIT). 

 
4. In response to the above-mentioned initiative and LOI, METI, NEDO and JSCA, 

comprised of various international companies in Japan, dispatched a mission made 
up of public and private organizations, to conduct a workshop with MOIT and 
related Vietnamese companies in Hanoi on August 11, 2011. 
 

5. The objective of this workshop is, to explore areas of possible cooperation between 
Vietnam and Japan for organizing and implementing demonstration projects aimed 
at realizing Smart Communities, which would contribute to stable power supply, 
energy efficiency, renewable energy and resource conservation in Vietnam. 



 
6. During the workshop, members of JSCA expressed their readiness to support and 

constructively participate in facilitating Smart Community technologies in Vietnam. 
This support will include drafting or implementing master plans for industrial 
parks or urban cities, and exchanging information on important issues relevant to 
the international development of Smart Community technologies. 

 
7. In light of this good-will support, MOIT shall invite JSCA to examine possible ways 

to facilitate the smooth development of Smart Community technologies in Vietnam. 
Cooperation with private businesses shall also be encouraged in this regard. METI 
and NEDO, the secretariat of JSCA, would facilitate these activities in close 
coordination with MOIT. 

 
8. The workshop hailed the start of Vietnam-Japan cooperation in Smart Community 

development. As a result of the workshop, both the Vietnamese and Japanese sides 
acknowledged that close communication will be vital in moving forward. 


