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Yukinori Kuwano

Ph.D. in Engineering

Former President and CEO of Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.

Outside Director of Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd., Honorary Advisor of the Photovoltaic Technology Research

Association

Yukinori Kuwano was born in 1941 in Fukuoka prefecture. He graduated from the Faculty of Science at
Kumamoto University and received a Ph.D. in Engineering from Osaka University. He was hired by Sanyo
Electric Co., Ltd. in 1963, where he began research into solar cells and was responsible for the development and

manufacturing of an integrated amorphous silicon solar cell module, a world first.

While at Sanyo Electric, he held a number of executive positions, including Member of the Board, General
Manager of Research and Development, Head of Information and Telecommunications, Head of the
Semiconductor Division; and President and CEO of Sanyo Electric. During this time, he was also the President of
the Photovoltaic Power Generation Technology Research Association (PVTEC) and Visiting Professor at Osaka

University.

He has received a number of awards, including the Director General’s Award from the Japan Science and
Technology Agency and the PVSEC Award from the International Photovoltaic Science and Engineering
Conference for his achievements in the research and development of solar cells. He is the author of multiple
books, including How to Use Solar Cells (Kodansha), The History of Solar Cell Development (Ohmsha), and The
Man Who Dedicated His Life to Solar Power Generation to Save Humanity (22nd Century Publishing).



